
Re: Urgent Need for Housing in Southern Santa Barbara County

Dear Supervisors,

It’s no secret, we live and/ or work in paradise here in Southern Santa Barbara
County. However, that paradise comes with a high cost. It’s always been expensive
to live here, but now it’s becoming impossible for many due to the soaring cost of
living. Housing prices and rents continue to spike. It’s impacting South Coast School
Districts and employees negatively.

The leaders of Santa Barbara Unified School District, the Santa Barbara Teachers
Association, the California School Employees Association, Hope Elementary School
District, Hope District Teachers Association, Goleta Union School District, and
United Teaching Profession of Goleta are urging the board to do everything in its
power to approve new affordable housing projects throughout the South Coast.
The dire need for affordable housing is getting worse every day. We need housing
affordability projects for workers of all income levels that will be used by people
who live and work here in our community as their primary home. When considering
approval for housing, we urge you to prioritize and mandate the considerable
inclusion of affordable workforce housing units, beyond the requirements for low-
income units. We also ask you to create new funding for non-profit developers,
which can be one of the best solutions to this issue. Equitable, affordable housing
projects are essential to any path forward for South Coast housing. Our county has
led unprecedented efforts such as environmental impact protections and can
become a leader in this critical area as well.

As some of the largest employers on the South Coast, with thousands of full and
part-time employees, we hear daily how the housing situation negatively affects
the workforce. During a recent Staff Listening Tour at Santa Barbara Unified
schools, the number one issue brought up was the high cost of living. Many
reported having to take second jobs or commuting in from as far as south as
Camarillo or as north as Arroyo Grande just to make finances work. 
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